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in Renfrewshire
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Reaching Older Adults in Renfrewshire (ROAR) are
getting ready to launch a new website, newsletter a  nd
e-bulletin as part of their award-winning work on
improving the quality of life for older people in t he
Renfrewshire area.

ROAR is aiming to use this communication network to
make sure older people in the local area are kept up to date
with important news items and are fully aware of what
services and benefits are available to them.

Upcoming events, social activities, day trips etc will also be
publicised, as well as any other items of relevance.
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ROAR’s Operations Manager Alison Greig said: “These
developments will help us to communicate better with our
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Funding advice, support and - Growing your work

training . Provision of newsletters and e-
Support setting up/ developing bulletins

groups - Equipment hire

Developing a Constitution _ Payroll

Training . Print shop

Voluntary sector representation, . Promotional film making

promotion and networking : :
Connecting with local partners

0141 587 2487
iInfo@rcvsweb.co.uk

This list is by no means exhaustive. It's our ethos to meet the needs of Renfrewshire’s voluntary sect  or,
so if there’s other services you'd like to see us p rovide then get in touch. Even if we can't provide it, we
will probably know someone who can.
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service users, partners and other
stakeholders. We want to share
information about what'’s going in
Renfrewshire for older adults.”

If you would like to be added to
the ROAR mailing list please
send an email request to
Samantha Drysdale using the
contact details listed below.
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ROAR are also offering free
advertising space on their
website and publications.

They want to keep all
advertisements relevant to older
people and for them to be a
means of publicising local
groups and organisations who
have something to offer older
people or good news to share.

New services and ventures,
recruitment and volunteering
opportunities, events, giveaways

etc will all be keenly advertised by ROAR too.
If you or your group/ organisation would like
to take advantage of this opportunity please
send an email to ROAR. In your email please
be sure to include the following details:

Full name of your appointed contact

Phone number

Logo

A short description of your group

What you would like to advertise
+

They also have an online survey that you can
use to share your views on ROAR’s website
and information services:

www.surveymonkey.com/s/roarnewssurvey

Renfrewshire Environmental Trust Update
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http://retpaisley.wordpress.com/




RCVS Networks
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A Special Report by Our Network

Development Officer Cheryl Thomas
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Future Developments

Chairs Network
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Could Qur Sector Be Ahout To Save £1 Billion?

CHARITIES could be on the brink of
saving around £1lbn a year, after
Prime Minister David Cameron said
he would look at funding charities,
voluntary organisations and social
enterprises on the same basis as
government.

The Prime Minister made the
announcement in parliament in
response to a question on how to save
charities from next year’s increase in
VAT. It has led to a call for an
immediate VAT rebate to be
introduced to put the third sector on
the same footing as local authorities
and other public bodies that are
currently able to reclaim the VAT they
spend.

Across the UK, charities pay £1bn in
VAT every year, an amount that will
rise by £150m when the tax goes up in
January next year. In Scotland this
translates to around £115m a year.

The extra cash would enable the
voluntary sector to better support
vulnerable people during the
economically difficult times ahead, and
is also necessary to create the Prime
Minister’s vision of a Big Society, said
sector leaders.

Speaking during Prime Ministers
question time, David Cameron said:
“We will want to do everything we can
to help what used to be called, rather
condescendingly, the third sector but |
believe is the first sector: the excellent

charities, voluntary organisations and
social enterprises that do so much for
our country.

“One thing we should do is look at
funding them on the same basis as the
government funds itself. The
government is always very generous
with its own bureaucracy, and it needs
to recognise that so often these first
sector organisations have the right
answers to the social problems in our
country.”

The chief executive of the Scottish
Council for Voluntary Organisations
(SCVO), Martin Sime, urged the Prime
Minister to take immediate action
before the VAT increase in January
next year.

“David Cameron’s warm words on this
issue are very welcome indeed,” he
said. “The third sector is currently
battling against a tax injustice that
undermines its ability to deliver
effective public services.

“This week the Prime Minister also
announced his plans for a Big Society
and | would urge him to recognise that
the government needs to learn to
nurture and support rather than direct
and control such initiatives.

“If the UK Government really wants to
help charities and voluntary
organisations do more then there are
some pretty simple steps it can take,
such as removing petty restrictions
which prevent unemployed people

from volunteering, allowing charities to
reclaim VAT on the things they buy,
and by making Gift Aid easier to
claim.”

Stephen Bubb, chief executive of the
Association of Chief Officer of
Voluntary Organisations (ACEVO),
writing in his blog this week, also
called for the government to introduce
a VAT rebate.

The Prime Minister's Big Society
plans include encouraging groups to
run post offices, libraries, transport
services and shape housing projects.

He has announced a pilot project
through which the government will
fund and encourage the creation of
community groups. However, fears
have been raised that the government
will be pushing community and
voluntary groups to fill gaps in public
services arising as a result of cuts.

SCVO has written to Scottish
Secretary Michael Moore urging the
government to act on VAT and Gift
Aid.

This article was originally published in
SCVO’s Third Force News (TFN).
Reprinted with kind permission. For
more information visit:

WWW.SCVO.0rg.uk
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Mission Statement

"ROVS exists to give assistance to voluntary and community organisations
seeking to improve the quality of life for all citizens of Renfrewshire,”
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Janis has overall responsibility for the management of RCVS' human, financial and physical
resources. She provides leadership, vision and the strategic development of our services.
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Sheila co-ordinates RCVS’ corporate services work and is in charge of the corporate services
team. She oversees human resources, health and safety, financial and other relevant areas.
P

Anne provides secretarial support for all of RCVS’ staff. She is also our health and safety officer,
maintains HR paperwork and handles the induction of staff members.
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Alison co-ordinates Reaching Older Adults in Renfrewshire (ROAR), a project that delivers a
range of services for older people in Renfrewshire.
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Gordon produces our newsletters, press releases, e-alerts and the weekly e-bulletin. He also
oversees content management for our website and is in charge of our film production service.
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Help Us Help You Do You Get the E-bulletin?

Our free e-bulletin is packed with
information on what's on in
Renfrewshire, issues affecting the

One of the ways we help the
community and voluntary sector is
by collecting data on the size and

diversity of services we provide,
individually and collectively, to
demonstrate the contribution the
sector makes to improving the
quality of life for the people of
Renfrewshire.

Thus it's important the information
we hold is accurate. Please let us
know about any changes to your
organisation’s details.
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voluntary sector, funding schemes
and various other articles of
IIEES

If you would like to have it e-
mailed to you each week, or if you
have an article for inclusion, please
contact Gordon McLean:
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gordon.mclean@rcvsweb.co.uk

Palbgley
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