[image: image1.jpg]%frewshire

External Funding Partnership



 

Newsflash:   Big Lottery Launches Investing in Communities TODAY.
Summary of the programme

Investing in Communities will have a primary focus on tackling need and addressing inequalities. As such equalities, empowerment and the environment must be at the heart of the projects BIG will support. It will have three investment areas which are based around previous programmes but with a more sharply defined focus:
· Growing Community Assets: aims to help communities have more control and influence over their own future through ownership of assets. These are usually physical assets, such as land, buildings or equipment, but may also include other types of asset such as energy. BIG believe that the process of acquiring assets encourages people to become more involved in their communities, developing the skills, capacity and confidence they need to work together to address local needs. Their aim is to make communities stronger and more sustainable by helping them to acquire, manage and develop assets, providing quality services and amenities that generate income streams. Development of these assets should improve the social, environmental and economic future of the community. Buildings with a limited focus such as a meeting space or sports provision are unlikely to meet BIGs outcomes.

What BIG Want to Fund:

Projects must achieve all 4 of the outcomes below and critically the community must OWN the asset:

Communities work together to own and develop local assets.
Communities are sustainable and improve their economic, environmental and social future

through the ownership and development of local assets.

Communities develop skills and knowledge through the ownership and development of local assets.

Communities overcome disadvantage and inequality through the ownership and development of local assets.
· Life Transitions: aims to support projects that help people at key times of change, helping them to make their lives better for the future. BIG believe that better support at key times can help people get through expected transitions, like leaving care, or stop people making unexpected transitions, like falling into debt. They want to put people at the heart of services to help them get the support they need. They will aim to reach people most in need and to target those who are least likely to receive support. They want to fund projects which help people in real need now, as well as projects that prevent need occurring by intervening early when people are at risk. They will target their funding where it can make a difference and complement what others, especially mainstream government services, are doing.
What BIG Want to Fund:

Becoming an adult: Guiding vulnerable young people (care leavers, young people in the criminal

justice system and young people with additional needs) towards adulthood – including helping them get a job for the first time.

Getting a job:

Engaging people who are disengaged from the world of work, focusing on people who are economically inactive.
Moving past challenging times:

Addressing the connections between addiction, offending, homelessness and mental health and supporting people who face more than one barrier to moving on.
Preventing the transition into debt:

Building financial skills and services for key groups (unbanked, tenants, homeless people, people with long term conditions, people from deprived areas).
· Supporting 21st Century Life: will fund projects that build stronger families and stronger communities. It aims to improve the quality of family life by helping families most in need to deal with the challenges of family life; intervening early to prevent poverty and disadvantage and giving children a better chance in life. It will strengthen family connections and relationships and help improve communities. It will support family members of all ages and help families build resilience. 
What BIG Want to Fund:

Emotional and social development of:

●● children who are in care; ●● children at risk; ●● children affected by parental substance misuse

●● children who care for another family member.
Parenting and bringing up children by:

●● lone parents; ●● kinship carers; ●● families at risk; ●● step families; ●● disadvantaged families.
Financial skills and services for:

●● carers (and those being cared for); ●● older people; ●● lone parents.
Caring for:

●● family members who are old; ●● family members who are long term ill; ●● family members who are disabled; ●● the first time.
Maintaining independence in older age
Biggest Changes to the New Programme:

· There are no application deadlines and the programme is now open for business.

· The application process now has two stages. Submit a stage one application and BIG will decide whether to invite you to submit a stage two application. Development Funding is available after Stage 1 approval.
· The programme is significantly more targeted at particular groups and outcomes.

· Up to £1M can be applied for over a period of up to 5 years.
For more information see the Big Lottery Website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk  

